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~ * ~

Parent Teacher Conferences

Parent Conferences are coming up on March 14 and 15.  Please watch for a separate email with details about the conference format.
~ * ~

Join Us for Middle School Parent Connections
Our school district is pleased to offer the Lawrence Middle School Parent Connection Series, an opportunity for parents to learn more about the academic, emotional and physical development of young adolescents.

District and school staff will share information about the exploratory courses available to middle school students.  A school resource officer will share tips to help parents keep their teens stay safe while using the Internet and connecting on Facebook.  A Bert Nash clinician will provide strategies for parents to support their teenagers in managing stress.
We hope that you will join us from 6 to 7:30 PM on Wednesday, February 8th at Southwest Middle School, 2511 Inverness Drive. The program is part of a series for parents of students grades 5-8 across the district.
~ * ~

We are Asking for Parent Support with Facebook
The staff at SW strives to make SW the best environment possible for our students to grow emotionally and socially, as well as academically.  Increasingly, we see conversations that are carried out on Facebook impact our school environment in negative ways.  Student access to Facebook is blocked here at school, so we are asking for your help in monitoring out-of-school use.

Here’s the situation.  A student writes something mean about another student on Facebook.  Others pounce in with additional mean comments.  Friends jump in to defend the victim.  Sides form and emotions build.  Sometimes fictitious names are used to create accounts dedicated to doing more damage.  Sometimes youngsters access another’s account to send messages ostensibly from a SW student, and the recipient thinks it has come from someone he/she counted as a friend.  Sometimes the written content includes threats. 

This quickly spirals into an emotionally-charged mess of hurt feelings and damaged relationships.  At school the next day the sides and the emotions play out in mean looks, taunts, unfriendly words, rumors.  Reputations are damaged.  Feelings are hurt.  No one benefits.

When this plays out at school, learning is disrupted.  Children are distracted. Administrators, counselors, the social worker, and the school resource officer spend time sorting through accusations.  Students are pulled from classes and miss instruction.   All because kids wrote inappropriate stuff on Facebook.  

You can help.  Often students who engage in this behavior are not legal users of Facebook due to their age.  Others clearly violate the user agreements by the content they post.  You can find the conditions of use for Facebook here: http://www.facebook.com/legal/terms?ref=pf
One of the agreements in the Registration and Account Security section states “You will not use Facebook if you are under 13.”  If your child is not yet 13, let him/her know that you don’t tolerate lying, and he/she would have to lie about age to use Facebook.  

As students turn 13, please go over the user agreements with them.   In the Safety section, prospective users must agree to statements that include “You will not solicit login information or access an account belonging to someone else” and “You will not bully, intimidate, or harass any user.”  Simply following Facebook’s agreements would alleviate situations that hurt others and impact the school environment. 

We realize that many students use social media appropriately, and we know many parents already monitor their use.  If we could make this appropriate use and monitoring the norm, each student and the school as a whole would benefit.  Thanks to all of you for your support.

~ * ~

Please Watch for Kids Crossing in Our Parking Lot

We've had some close calls with drivers going right through the walkways in our parking areas.  They are painted white.  PLEASE stop for kids in the walkways.  PLEASE watch for kids even if they are not using walkways as they should.  Kids do need to watch for safe times to cross, but kids can be impulsive and the results can be tragic.  PLEASE drive safely on the SW campus (and of course elsewhere) and keep everyone in our SW community safe!
~ * ~
Help Us Complete Our Display of Flags of Southwest Students’ Countries

Southwest's eye-catching display of international flags along Bulldog Boulevard reminds us that our school is connected globally by the children who have enrolled here through the years.  Currently, the display has 34 flags, but we have enrolled students from 38 additional countries for which we do not have flags.

We are hoping that families might have an interest in donating funds to purchase the flag of one of the countries we are missing...or that they might have a 3' x 5' flag they would like to donate for SW's permanent display.  Here is a list of the flags we are seeking because SW has enrolled at least one student from the country over the course of our 17 year history.

American Samoa

Italy


           Puerto Rico
Argentina


Ireland


           Senegal
Australia


Kazakhstan

           Sierra Leone
Bolivia



Kuwait


           Sweden
Cameroon


Kenya


           Switzerland
Chile



Laos


           Thailand
Congo



Mongolia

           Turkey
Columbia


Myanmar

           Union of South Africa
Cuba



Nepal


           Ukraine
Guatemala


Nigeria


           United Arab Emirates
Indonesia


Palestine

           United Kingdom
Iceland



Philippines

           Uruguay
Iraq






           Zimbabwe
If you are interested in donating a flag or contributing to the purchase of one (the cost of individual flags ranges from $18 to $53), please contact Trish Bransky, Principal...tbransky@usd497.org.  
~ * ~

Yearbook Sales

Yearbook sales will continue until the end of school.  The cost is $30.00 before Spring Break and $35.00 after. You may leave yearbook payments at the office or Room 607.  Please direct yearbook questions to Pat Salvatore or Lisa Koppes—832-5550.
~ * ~

STUCO News

Winter clothing orders are due Friday Feb. 3.  Forms were distributed to students during advisory in mid-January and include sweatshirts, sweatpants, long-sleeve t-shirt, and yoga pants.  You can also see the form on the SW website.  This shipment will be printed based on orders, so we are unable to take late orders or make exchanges.  Some sample sizes are available at school if needed.  Thank you for supporting this Southwest fundraiser!

Student Council students will be pre-selling Valentine suckers at lunch between January 30 and February 3 for 50 cents.  The suckers (with attached message) will be delivered on Feb. 14.  This Southwest tradition allows our students to celebrate Valentine's Day with friends.  

Friday February 17 will be a school dance/activity night for 7th and 8th graders.  The dance is from 7 to 9.  The cost is $3, although we are also collecting items for Ronald McDonald House, so if you bring a donation food item, your entry cost is $2.  Come join the fun!
~ * ~

Future City Competition

Congratulations to the Southwest Middle School Future City team!  They competed against 48 other teams in the National Engineer's Week Great Plains Regional Future City Competition.  The team worked for over a semester dreaming up, researching, designing and building a city 150 years in the future which would effectively deal with the issue of alternative energy sources.  They presented their city to panels of professional engineers and were judged on their physical model, essay, narrative, Sim City computer model, and oral presentation.  Our Bulldog Engineers finished the competition with 3rd place recognition.  (That is the highest recognition that Southwest has received in our three years of participation in this program.)  In addition to medals and certificates of recognition, the team won $250 for our school from the University of Kansas and Kansas State University Schools of Engineering.  Take a moment in the near future to check out their model in the Southwest library and look at their computer-drafted plans for their city's innovative floating wind turbines.  Congratulations Mikey Corbett,  Joaquin Dorado-Mariscal, Elliott Abromeit, Matt Roe, Spencer Conard, Charlie Burdick, Ethan Kallenberger, and Noah Christilles.  Way to go, Bulldogs!
~ * ~

7th & 8th Grade Track and Field News

Track Sweat Information:  If students would like to purchase their own track sweats for the upcoming track and field season, order forms are available on the Southwest Website, in the Southwest office, or in room 605.  These sweats consist of sweat pants and a hooded sweatshirt with the Southwest logo.  The sweats will be numbered to help kids identify them.   Orders for Southwest track sweats will be due Friday, February 10th.  Ordering during this early time period will insure that athletes will have their sweats by the first track practice.  Track sweats can also be checked out through the Southwest Athletic Department during track season.  If you have questions about ordering track sweats, contact Patricia Coffey at 832-5550 or email at pcoffey@usd497.org.

Required Track Paperwork:  Southwest Track and Field begins Monday, March 5, 2012.  Students who plan to participate in Bulldog Track and Field need to prepare now so they will be ready for the season.

Each track and field participant must have the following paperwork turned into the Southwest office before he/she is eligible to be on the track team.

1.  Doctor’s physical dated on or after May 1, 2011 along with the Pre-Participation 
 Physical Evaluation form signed by parent and athlete.  

2.  Notarized medical/insurance form.
3. Concussion form.
All forms are available on the Southwest website and the Southwest office.

If the athlete has participated in other sports at Southwest this year, the forms should already be on file (including cheerleading, but not including 7th grade football, Park and Rec. basketball or volleyball).

Track Informational Meetings:  7th grade--Monday, February 27th at 3:15 PM 





                    8th grade--Tuesday, February 28th at 3:15 PM
~*~

From the Nurse
Free Fluoride Varnish Clinics
The Lawrence-Douglas County Health Department and the Douglas County Dental Clinic are offering FREE fluoride varnish clinics for children who receive Healthwave or Medicaid insurance on Tuesday, Feb 7, from 1-4 p.m. and Thursday, Feb 16, from 8:45 a.m.-noon at the Health Department at 200 Maine St. No appointment is needed. Service is provided on a first come, first served basis. Fluoride varnish is a 5% sodium fluoride resin that is painted on teeth to help make them more resistant to decay. Please call 843-0721 for more information.

Community Health Survey
The Lawrence-Douglas County Health Department and other community partners are conducting a concerns survey to get the input of Douglas County, Kansas residents about concerns they have related to health and quality of life in Douglas County. Survey results will be used to guide improvements in our community’s health. If you are a Douglas County resident and 18 years of age or older, we invite you to take this online survey, available at www.healthylawrence.org.
~ * ~

HYVEE Dollars for Scholars Program

Please save your HyVee receipts and send them to SWMS.  We are collecting receipts from now until May 24th.  We earn money for our school based on a percentage of your purchases.  Our Math Club students have stepped up to the challenge of keeping track of our totals as we turn them in.  THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
~*~

General Guidance Office Information
Honor Roll Recognition Ceremony
 February 21 is the date for our evening honor roll recognition.  All students (and their parents) who made the honor roll for first semester will be invited to attend this recognition ceremony at 7:00 p.m. in the gymnasium.  We have submitted the honor roll to the Journal World, and it should appear in the near future.  We hope to see you on February 21st.

Honor Roll Criteria for 7th and 8th Grade:
Full time students who maintain a semester grade point average (GPA) of at least 3.2, with no semester grade lower than a “C,” will be named to the Honor Roll.  Students who make the Honor Roll, who are taking all courses at grade level or above, have a semester GPA of at least 3.8, and no semester grade lower than a “B” will be named to the Principal’s List.  

Honor Roll Criteria for 6th Grade:

· Enrolled fulltime at Southwest

· 2nd and 4th quarter grade point average of 3.2 and above in core academic courses.  (Letter grades in Language Arts, Math, Social Studies, and Science will be averaged.)

· No quarter grade lower than “C”
Ike’s All Stars

The following students were chosen as Ike’s All Stars for the first semester by the Southwest staff.  These students were recognized by their teachers for their daily demonstration of the following characteristics:  good citizenship, positive attitude, strong academic effort, random acts of kindness, good relationships with peers and adults and no office referrals.

6th grade

     7th grade

    8thgrade___



Jeseung Lee

Francisco Flores
  Alex Pickerel




Cauy Stallard

Abbie Treff

  Angela Gao




Madelyn Johnson
Amelia Dunlap
  Price Morgan




Mariah Kaufman
Chandler Sells

  Tori Mitchell




Gavin Jones

Seamus Ryan

  Fiona McAllister




Ally Rood

Kieran Spears

  Julias Maina

Assessment Information

The state assessments will be given at various times in March and April of 2012. The dates are as follows:

6th grade: 


Reading:  Week of April 2


Math:  Week of April 9


Social Studies:  March 27-29
7th grade:


Reading:  Week of March 5


Math:  Week of April 16


Science:  Week of March 12

8th grade:


Math:  Week of April 19


Reading:  Week of April 2


Social Studies:  March 27-29

Students will take these assessments in their regular classes.  Please help us by encouraging good attendance on those days and by encouraging your student to get plenty of sleep before the assessments.  We realize that there will be other activities that occur during these times (Model UN, concerts, etc.).  The Guidance office will work with teachers and students to make sure that everyone takes the assessment. Thank you for your support.

Ms. Johnson and Mrs. Fisher have spent a good deal of time this year in classrooms discussing several important guidance topics with students. All students were given information on the various forms of teasing, bullying and sexual harassment in the school and community, potential school and legal consequences, and steps they need to follow to cause it to stop, including the responsibilities of bystanders.

In January counselors visited with all students regarding their class choices for next year.  We distributed materials, reviewed the enrollment process, and discussed course options and other planning information needed to make wise choices for next year’s classes. Students were reminded that because administrators reserve space in classes based on their requests they submit, they need to be committed to taking the classes identified as their choices. Completed forms are due February 3 which completes the course selection process for next school year; however please continue to contact us should you have additional questions or concerns about enrollment choices and decisions. 

~*~

2012 Golden Apple Awards
The Lawrence Schools Foundation is now accepting nominations for the 2012 Golden Apple Awards!  The Foundation Program Committee will select one elementary and one secondary teacher to be recognized as an outstanding educator.  The deadline for nominations is 5:00 pm on March 5, 2012.  
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2012 Golden Apple Awards

 N   o   m   i    n   a   t   i   o   n

Name of Nominee______________________________________

School________________________________________________

____# of years in Lawrence Public Schools       

____# of years teaching experience

Criteria 

· Any certified staff member who has been employed by the Lawrence Public Schools for at least two years, AND IS RETURNING NEXT SCHOOL YEAR, IS ELIGIBLE.
· Nominations may be made by any employee, student, parent or community member.

· The 2012 Golden apple award recipients Will be presented with a cash award of $1,500 at the FOUNDATION Follies on April 20, 2012.

Rationale for nomination

Identify contributions and special qualities that make this nominee an outstanding educator, including but not limited to: 1) impact the nominee has had on student learning; 2) Nominee’s participation in the profession; and 3) the nominee’s relationship with students’ parents.

(Attach additional pages if necessary)

References

please provide letters of reference from no more than 1 administrator, 1 parent, 1 student, and 1-2 colleagues of the nominee.

A.  Name ______________________________
B. Name ______________________________

     Address ___________________________            Address ____________________________

     Phone # ____________________________          Phone # ____________________________

All nominations must be received by 5:00 pm ON MARCH 5, 2012
please Send to:  Susan esau, Executive Director

Lawrence Schools Foundation

110 McDonald Dr.

Lawrence, Kansas 66044

(785) 330-2790
LPS Driver Education Summer 2012
PLEASE NOTE:

AS OF JANUARY 2010

14, 15, and 16 year olds must hold a learner's permit for 1 year before they can obtain a

KS Driver’s License
ENROLLMENT FORM FOR:

Lawrence Public School Driver Education, Summer 2012

Dates:  May 31 – June 29, 2012    


 Location:  Free State High School

Session A: 7:00am – 11:00am   
Session B: 11:30am – 3:30pm

The course is competency based.  COMPLETION MEANS THE STUDENT HAS:

1) Successfully passed 14 written tests   2) Successfully passed required driving skills.

IMPORTANT:   STUDENTS MUST BE PRESENT IN ORDER TO ENROLL & MUST BE AT LEAST 14 YEARS OLD BEFORE CLASS BEGINS.  

Parents are not required to be present.  Students will complete an enrollment form, an Instructional Permit (DE99), and have an eye check.

Students will need to bring:
· Eyeglasses or contacts, if they are prescribed

· Learner’s Permit (if they have one) -although it is not required it is recommended
· Check, money order or cash in the exact amount of $225.  

Fee must be paid at time of enrollment.  Checks & money orders are to be made payable      to:  USD 497.

Enrollment fee: $225 for each student

Enrollment is on first-come, first served basis.  The lines may be long and will require everyone’s patience.  This is an important process, as the Driver License represents a primary identification card as well.  

            Enrollment will be held:

Saturday, April 14, 2012   8:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. @ Free State High School

In order to expedite the enrollment process, please complete the required form & bring it to enrollment. Students must Print Legibly and use their Legal Name (no nicknames).

Accommodations: Support is available for students who have IEPs.  Please indicate on the Driver’s Education application that support will be needed for the reading/writing portion of the class.  Also, please inform your IEP case manger that you are planning to take driver’s education.

Last Name______________________ First Name_____________________ MI_____

Date of birth ___/____/_______   Grade completed in 2011-2012 school year ___________


          (Month   day     year)

Address______________________________ City_____________ Zip ____________

Parent’s Name________________________________ 

Parent’s Phone Numbers:

 home__________________work____________________cell_________________

Instructional Permit *YES ____ NO_____ Hours of driving _____ *Bring permit with you to enrollment

I understand that I must (to receive credit) attend class & driving sessions, successfully pass 14 written tests and successfully pass required driving skills.







__________________________________









Student signature

You may call 832-5000, ext. 1700 with questions.
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

	February 2012

	

	Sun
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SAT

	
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	
	
	8 BBB (H) Turner
	8BBB @ South 3:30
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11

	
	8BBB (H) Central 4:00
	
	
	8BBB (H) WRMS
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18

	
	8BBB Atchison MS Tourney
	8BBB Atchison MS Tourney
	8BBB Atchison MS Tourney
	
	7/8 Grade Stuco Dance
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25

	
	
	Honor Roll Program
7:00 PM
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	26
	27
	28
	29
	
	
	

	
	7th Grade Track Meeting
3:15


	8th Grade Track Meeting

3:15


	SW Site Council 4:15

	
	
	

	
	
	All City Jazz Band Concert 7:00 PM at LHS
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	March 2012

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sun
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SAT

	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	
	Track Practice Begins
	
	
	Play 7:00
	Play 7:00
	Play 2:00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17

	
	
	
	P/T Conferences
	P/T Conferences
	
	

	
	
	
	
	No Classes
	No Classes
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	SPRING BREAK
	SPRING BREAK
	SPRING BREAK
	SPRING BREAK
	SPRING BREAK
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31

	
	Boys Tennis Tryouts 
All Week
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


*Dates subject to change
Nominations may be made by any EMPLOYEE, STUDENT, PARENT or COMMUNITY MEMBER.





This person nominated by:








(optional)
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